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I. Invocation 

a el?ani© in the mentality of many 
a dramafe change was in 
religion, specifically christian thogght. Traditional religious 

SI 

small womens college in rural Virginia these new ideas t?ecame 




mm 



ideas affected ail aspects of the college. The students, faculty, and 
Miministfatiiin, all were teis©!^^ In thi^e ohanpii eithi^ mifn a 
dm\m i&i r^mi i*^ iW m ww© ferv^iti with the new 

ideas. The examination of the fall 1965 to spring 1967 express 
different ideas m4 their imp3c^i». The per^pion of the tij 
pmrhd wm^ there wm i In religMn rel^f^is 

practices. 

In this paper, I wfll emmtm mmU of the %yna Women's 
Christian Awi^isfi, \ 
Speeches and communications concerning the Chape! Dedication in 
M^rW of 1967, m well at the evenfe Jaf fee Chapel Dedtetto. The 
feSeart # this paper consisted of ^^mining the Sweet BfMt News, 
specifically the years 1965-1967^ files on the Chapel Dedication 

1^^*€8, all of these items are located either in the 
Fletcher Archives Room #2{Sweet Briar News, Alumnae Magazine), 
and tie teftltea '"SMm 



:%)eeches). 

I begin my paper with a description of th# aGtivitits of the 
YMMJl to fetfi^iii 6y tn In mmmkmiim &f a two page 
spread which was published in the March 2, 1966 issue of the Sweet 
Briar News. The artides are all tintem^ with the new U^m being 
^^^^ ^0iit an^ Ohi^i^nity. ThM secitfon Is followed by a 
speech which was given in the chapel in September of 1966 within 
this speech the very popular tt>eme "God m DmsMr" thente will 
di^u^(^* fi^jal s^to of this ^^^m will fmm on the W^el 
Dedication and the preparation and problems that occurred during 
planning. 



II. Sermon 

The YQung Women'§. Christiefen Association OtMMM pJayeri ah 
acBw rsle In &^mM^ %tkm students in these wm^ 
different views concerning Christianity. One of their first attempts 
were meetings heid on Wedn^ay eveninis dta^ chrtstfanily 
and the var^^hf lefte^fipetf^ "Wiat l^i becoming increasingly 
prevalent. One student explained twe meetings which were 
entitled, "D^rm Devotiont,* as **meanlnoM m the mHgious life m 
oampue.**^ An ^giNwtetmerft V#iWi appeared in ^ ^eet Briar 
News is the only evidence of these "Dorm Devotions." There is no 
record found that mee^hg weie, siiiMssfuI or not. 1 sui^ict: 
sln<^ th^ mm m mention of them in any other publication that 
they were not as meaningul as suspected. 
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During this time period there was a great movement for unity 

m movement by the Roman Catholics. The PopB in his 
visit to the Unitid Sta^s in the Fall of 1965 wag s^tking to form m 





Oatholic Church.^ At Sweet Briar coliege the Y.W.C.A., 
attempted to make an effort towards this goal of world unity by 
^ioip#r^ In tut Wortt My m PrKyef m February 25, 

106i. H^rtd theme for this day was "prayer for common 
needs. "3 The participation in this event was described bm an 

eiEppffei^ pm^f ft pmnrK^f ©IrHtto felliowshlp and 
unfty.^ This project was lead by the "Y* students and under the 
direction of Professor Sarah Ramage of the English Department^ 
This is jM§t m% mmm. tfc^ gr^p ^ mainlalntog a 

oonsefcfyf effort to be involved in world religious activity. 

In March 1966, the Y.W.C.A. sponsored their annual religious 
mnim^rm. Thm wi$m\m Mt ftfs ^rieresnee «(^s Mm^ Dr. i0htii!i®rf 
Ogden, an ordained Methodist minister and professor at The Perkins 
School of Theology.^ In preparation fjpc this inference, Qgden 

Robinson's "Honest to God" and "Honest to God Debate.""^ 



^"Pope's 

1 ^i. 




W.W.C.A. Conference." Sweet Briar 
am ej^ressid in iargm <^tail liter in 



Briar mm, 23 F^. 1«: 1. 
». 1966:1. J AT. 




Ogden chose the subject of the conference to be "The Reality of God" 
foeusii^ on the "problem ol God to#E^, the reaii^ of faith, and the 
mtm WmM a fte^ <^ rellgioR/^ The conferenae mm held 
over a three day period from March 13-15, each lecture pertained to 
Ogden's three 4M%mm n^^ig^ of his kspte, *Tte Pmbiem Sad 
T^BBp!, The realitf tit ftiKh, iwi a movement towards a new 
Theism. "9 This conference, along with, the topics discussed at 
the Southern Be^gionrt Qounctil Y,W.0.4. meellfis mm ttr© ftrat mefitiiori 
@f tny n«w and dif^^nt re^loiis \(^m spreading thm^tetit the 
nation and beginning to affect the religious atmosphere at Sweet 
Briar Goilef 0,, 

Tf^ foMthern Regiowl e^wHi ^^T.W.C.A. Annual Conference 
OCDltrred a short time previous to the Sweet Briar Conference, At 
this; convention, MoLeod Bryon, Prolt$sor of Qhristian SodaJ Ethtes, 
f^ffn Vtfafe® Fdf^, lf#©fffir^, Sweet Brfstr V^bif«* m§ members 
of the Y.W.C.A.. that "God is where the action is! He is no longer shut 
out tKcept tor an ^mm m Sunday/''^ Srpan^s istessed that God li 
ewrywhere.'*^ This mmm m h§ m attempt by Byron ^or a re-birth 
of the old ways. That God is everywhere and should take precedent 
In ones life as he mm mm pm^rnn to Mm tfme pertod. 

At *© end tie IlK^ year the Y.W.C.A. focused on 

christian entertainment recordings and films. One of these 



[. y@t eduoational 




was "For Heavens Sake" a 

m *tmn% 

estrangement" from God and "reconciliation" with God and faith. "^^ 
This reoorciing mm p^uipi ter the North Ameroin Eounnanica] 
Youth ^^seri^v^^ "Mi i^bm^Ii^ be to re- 

direct people's religious thoughts and to join together in peace. 
Bmm it mm^ pmtooid by th@ icmnwikal Youth ^sembly it mil hav@ 

the Y.W.C.A. sponsored the movie "The Parable." The movie portrayed 
Jw^ m: a u\mm in a dmus who tru^ to help p&isple and in the end 
mm Klflsd bf M pg^te M His giMS iifomdi aai begm^ to 
follow in his path of goodness. This move was produced by the 
National Protestant Qoundl of Americ^.^^ i^ain this ^smed to be 

This movie also contains the aspect of unity because people try to 

in hmrmtf after they refom#d 
th® y#ar for the 

Y.W.C.A. Other religious events occurred outside of the Y.W.C.A., 
specifioaily a imn pigt art^e in th^ March E« liii on tie views of 




The headlines above this two page focus in the newspaper are 
Voicanic Eruistkam Jalt CMs-tian Views. Tj^ayJS On t^^ W 

^ ^"Christian Satire", Sweet Briar News, Apr^ JMt^' 1* 

^3-Y.w.C.A. Conference." Sweet Br^r mm, 16 Feb. 1961; U 

^^"Y.W.CA. to Sponsor The Parable". Sweet Briar News, 4Ma^ t«t % 

''^"VolcaniG; Eruptions Jolt Christian Views* Todays" Sweet Wm News* 2 Itec^ ft» 
4-5 



ii« 1^ nlmf^@n-$M\m. Thtm of the imp^Qtot 
theologians are Paul Tlllich, Deitrich Bonhoeffer. and Rudolf 
Buttmint.: Buttfnan 'm only bfWJy meflfened in tJie first article. I 

articles. Their ideas are referred to as the "Three main 'streams' of 
mm Tte0l0gy/^6 Tte fl^ wWfh ill tti !^ arf^f© in 

spread two of these articles focus on Paul Tillich and Deitrich 
Bonhaaffer. A third artlcl® is written st^QX Oabrlel Mareei 

message in a meaningful way/^^ This is how the group was 

^Evolutionary I mpltoations 
Appear in Attitudes n f New Theologians. The Right Reverend John 
is eiuaW fey Ptttman in r^trtnee in the B^Mit^ to 

ih#^p m mm^^ airisfcr% is^ ^ 

survive . . . [it] must be relevant to modern secular man^ not just to 
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the dwindlinf 

OhrlBlto% *0W ih® supernatural aspecis of 

l^ligion and concentrating on immediate, response Xg the turmoil of 



^"Revolutionary Impiication Appear in Attitudes of New Theologians," Sweet Briar 
Mi^ ti^liarch, 1966: 4. 

^''^ievolutionary implications/ Sweet Briar News, 2 March, 1966: 4. 
i^jSfgg^ Pittman was also Y.W.C.A. officer. 

"•S^RgVOiUtionary Impfeafens," Sweet Briar News, 2 March, 1966: 4. The same 




tmplications," Sweet 



;i Harch. 1961: 4. 



Ii^mors of the volcanic eruption. 

MargMsritB McKee's article, TilHchian TjreQlQqy Seeks Trutlifiil 



easiest to understand. He feels tine "underlying purpose ... is tiie 
statement of the truth of th^ Ghri$tia.n Meisafe^ m4 th@ 
rfiierpr^ioff ®f thit truth f©r @v«ry i<in€kmti©n.'*^ The trutti of 
the Christian message seems to be bridging the gaps between 
various groups, closing the s^ps Mveeri disoipllnes. Qocl's 

InlM^ pmrn, tiii% W®^ Tilly's viewpoint emmf to 
understand. The ideas are also very similar to previous religious 
thought but have qualities sucii m UBlfi0#l0ri Important to Tillieh's 




However, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, is a little different and is less 
ilble* The article on Bonhoeffer* was written by Ludy 



Christianity. Bonhoeffer would produce a very large volcanic 
eruption, espeaiaily mlXh th@ older gitneratten. Bonhoeffer warrt^ to 

to "deny that anything in the Bible is meaningful. "^'^ Bonhoeffer's 
idea is to .focus less on the fur^ctior^s ©f . reUgion such m »irship 



2"' 'Revolutionary Implications," Sweet Briar News, 2 March, 1966: 4. 

^^"Tillichian Theology Seet<LS Truthful QMmmn m^mge\ Sweet Briar News, 2 
March, 1966: 4. 

^■^Tiilich, SB News, 3/2/66: 4. 

^'^'■Bonhoeffer Argues for Religion-Less Chrisitanity," Sweet Briar Nea^ 2 Mamh, 
1966: 5. 



0ne an©ti@r, m4 t© live 
contently. Ludy Blundon feels "his contribution is a liberated 



theology tof Chrtstiauity in our timt. 
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Gabriel Marcel, it is entitled Experimental Philosop hy Has Faith, 
yams! a ir^^Mtiallst.^'^ Qhair^ki explmins that " 

framework, to give a concrete explanation of human existence 
without mmprOTising mmn m slirtying God/^^ Marcai a>r!G©ntrat^ 

on the part of the individual who brings meaning into reality through 
his inimoaferi of Qmi,"^^ Ptaysr m Qod m tha iniportant faste In 
lath, and ta^WigMy within pm^m. Ummi feeli that thera is m 
"indefinable link between human and divine powers."^^ Hope, 

is "iniElMiL^l fij^anws' his/her own intagrlty 



individually by helping others without any doubt. Love is the 
^iDmn teior in evarf m&. of th^e people's Ideat. Each mmm ti 

The four articles express awareness by the students that times 
are ctai^ui^ mi faflgbus thought is re-organizing itself, Thf 

^^Bonhoeffer, SB News 3/2/66: 5. 
^^Bonhoeffer. SB News 3/2/66: 5. 

^^"Revolutionary Implications," Sweet Briar News, 2 March, 1966: 4. 
^"Experimental Philosophy Has Faith," Sweet Briar News, 2 March, 1966: i, 
^^Bonhoeffer, SB News 3/2/66: 5 
^°Bonhoeffer. SB News 3/2/66: 5 
^^Bonhoeffer, SB News 3/2/66: 





on the 



must have had som© 

layout specifically concerning new theological developments. One 
is^^ mhk^ l^s^ not m&mr^ mWm Mardi 2 issue of tto 

The "God is Dead" Theory is examined some time later In the Fall 

m ^^mlmt The 




that one "will not find God by accepting that God is dead."^^ This 
4O0S f^l Vmkf %Bm y& & a^^ssity for "recoricewin^ and 

God is Deadl "The church of the living God is in need of a new 



During the year 1965, Sweet Briar was in the process of building 
the Menxrrial Chapel. After the buildir^ wm. ^riple^ the plans for 
the ^dteg^^^ the Chapef fee§an to be fermul^^; In the wihter 
and spring of 1966 and through April of 1967 there was a planning 



r.^i The eommfttee was 
chaired by Professor Garner of the religion department. The plans 

recital, a . lecture, panel 




32"ist Chapel Talk." Si|n#fn^r, 27, lilt. 0m0i 
identify speal<er 

^^"Ist Chapei Talk," September, 27, 1966. Chapei Speeches, 1966-1977. 

^"^"151 Chapel Talk," September, 27. 1966. Chapel Speeches, 1966-1977, 
25 Letter, Dr, Qarner to Malcolm Bpyd, 1/5/67 



iS0v#fal edmmunications with possible speakers at these functions 
and expressed many desires for this enorntous event Dr, Garner in 

students at Sweet Briar and their lack of knowledge of the Christian 
Faith. In one tetter she wrote she sWed ths^ the students m&m *tiot 

bit doubtful that it has much relevance. It was Garner and the 
committee's h^ "to 0mf^ the feith m visifetai inteliigiWei a^d 
g^slfi^ie/ti Mt^ of the wmmunica^on was to foc^t© speakers 
for the lecture, and panel discussion. A letter from one clergy to Dr. 
earner concerning another member of the i^ergy described, the mm 
'■m very s^trie p^m^ii 'm not earned away by some of the 
current extravagancies. "^9 This indicates the desire for someone 
who is not wrapped-up in the "new" theologies desoribed previous to 
ttfe*^ Thes# leeiif^gs are tios© of the ptim 1 
necessarily the feelings of the students. 
The Qhapei Dedication was proposed 

going to replace a larger symposium. In May of 1966 there was a 
proposaJ in the Sweet Briar News that the Chapei Mication nm 
reip^iac® tWe other sympwlum. Tfte sMertts belie^^ #f# 
iimposium should deal with a "contemporary situation. '"^o This 



lemtta not 



the fjiOMlty and 



mini-! 




■^"Editor* 



Btm 'mm. 11 1 p.t 



W tti Mill's clid mi view th& chapel dedication as a 
"contemporary steattEm* ^ mejor l«^N»a#e. The ^jdenfs 
granted their wish and held symposium the next year separate from 



The piahs for the Chapel mmmmn mm^m. vm flm major 
event was lo ocQur on Friday evealog April 25, 1967 was established 
1M be m Lpiafi iM^&k toy Dr, W^it 9, Dutlerj Professor af 
Historical fl^logy at lerttern Methf^W yniversily.^^ A 
suggestioD to Dr. Outler, was to speak on the ecumenical movement 

IsmmmB m to te^rta^ in We m larfe/'^a The topic of 
the lecture ended up being Th^ Liberal Rpirit and the fmm of 
flSJiSiaO*'^'^ Tte Panel Pl^sussipn which seemed to be the most 



Gqc\. The panel cpnjis^ed of The Right Reverend Stephen F. Bayne, 
The lew^d Pt^lfo Ctarl Fry* The Riv^end John MacQuarrie. 
Each eff ''fh&m wsn teW wry prestigious posftens either within the 
church pr iheologiQal §,Qhool§. Each member of the panel spoke for 
Wmn mlmtm md tfmn iSnm 4^mm^m w^ tpeft^^ up ^ the floor. 
W^hop Bayn#% m^n teus was th# fli^ * litefertess of !he stru^lurf 
is gone/"^^ , Bayne belieyes ther^ \m a need for the "fundamental 

rill answer basic questions/® Dr» Ftf fo^aMEl W 
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Dediication: U$t of @v^^« 



r. 11 



in faith, simitar to Marcel's ideas, one must concentrate on 
themselves before, Uity Qm reach out to others/^ Dr, MaaQuarrie 

because it forces christians to examine Christianity and "forced 
honesty/48 y^cQuarrie believed "if same people didn't go to 

very informed religious leaders who feel the need for change. The 
"new theotQgii^n§ thrft^flh their extremes, their questions have aided 
iim imk of Ttmit^y, whk* Is m \mmm mt4 darffy the fa»/®^ 
This panel seemed to be an effort by the administration to make the 
students aware of these theologians and their comervative nature 
tesm^ tfie nm ictes poputer at tf»e tiine. TJ*ire mm a recjuest if 
Martha VonBrlesen for copies of each statement^'' but that reque^ 
is not completed due to the fact that Fry felt it would be better to 
itot^ art *mlf m iie kudlmm.^^^ 1 €©yjd @^ into 
I of this event if I had the hard copies of their 
speeches, which I was unable to locate. This, panel discussion was 
mi m met^M\m\f^ i^Af as the i^rtimt^ Nad expected 
because "attendance not as high as expected. "^^ ^hgij- ^ 
feeling of accomplishment t©yt^^ eidMrtfen those M^ung women 

*®"Msaning and Relevance," Sweet Briar News. 28 April 1967: 3. 
Jeaning and Relevance," Sweet Briar News. 28 April 1967: 3. 
leaning and Relevance," Sweet Briar News, 28 April 1967: 3. 
^^"Meaning anrd Relevance,'* Sweet Briar News. 28 April 1967: 3. 
®^'M6^irig and Relevance," Sweet Briar News. 28 April 1967: 3. 
^^Cfti^ Di^fea^ Pile, Garner to Bayne. 4/3/67 
^Chapel Dedication Fiie Fry to Garner. 4/5/67 
^^Atumnae Magazine, Summer 67, p.3 




of the significance ftm Ctifistiati faith."*®^ 



A minor pi^rt of ttit Chapel Dedication Weekend was the memorial 

passed away recently. I mention this event because a statement wm 
made by a studi^l in the aiumnae i^rs^i^ine which shQws the 
fiiPf©fW«^» ®f a^ii^n^ to SOTO sttKtents. 14©^ Oig^s' 

Memorial was attended by the regulars "and many who don't frequent 
this area ^ultM ofMa"^^ This statement seem rather sareasfte 



The most important event of this wee&tud was the Chapel 
Dadic^yon itself. The caretmpi)^ waa perf©rmed fey Um% Reverend 
MM 1. Hiiftts, who wm Wm BMmp of th© Frotes^nt Epfm^pal B\xumh 
of the United States. This obviously was a prestigious event 
with the highest Bishop of the gpiscopaj Church in the United States 
ai the dMcate The (^i*(ri®s Indurfed tj© sls^ of 
Lynchburg and Amherst, various clergy on the state level, various 
student leaders, Judiciai ftjard President, Preside/it of the Y.W.CA, 

were important members of the opening procession. Not very 
much is said a^out this mmyl I coyid not find atterrdaoo© reit^crts or 
s^teni©^^ dsQut anf sefmMS IWI 'wmm adMitimared at this tee,- 

Alumnae M^azing, Sunimer 67. p^3 
^^Alum Mag, Summer 67 p. 3 

^^Chapel Dedication File, Southwestern Episcopalion. Publication of the Diocese of 
Southwestern Virginia. 

^^Chapel Dedication File, Dedication Program. 




h Shii^ @E^W»mmtt President 1i§S^e§. Ffanoes 
Kirvan stated that "perhaps, our new Chapel will make us want to 

our ^fito^ altf^ mUh mx q^f sf for 

impression that the new Chapel in the end has not Increased interest 
in 



III. Benediction 

"Religion itseil is: a 
nfpMii fmpect of our mW^m THin ^©taten m&ms to be 

a significant conclusion to this paper. It has shown that religion on 

IM wiw M mmm ^it e^rc»t for a 



formulated and examined at the time were different and unusual 

the ©hange in nafldwl mfd ^mM '^^^m^"temwt€w m%l0n. te s^^ii 
in the "Invocation" th^ perc^tipn Qf tais tirnt that rtligipa 
mm m^lr^ imm m. ^^im In tapoitawe, \ Wnk ifmt ft really 
was a m^Stated t^igtot religious Ide^B. ¥Hfg mm i 
period of liberalizatipn, npt only found in religion but in iJmpst 

rf lfc TOe efmniiAic and sometiwr^ radM ciianfei 
ideas and practices into life that were to affect the 
future of the world. 



'Alum Mag, Summer 67 p. 3 
'Alum Mag, Summer 67 p. 3 



Chapel Dedication 1965-1967 [CP], Archives office. Far left filing 
cabinet, top drawer. 

Contains letters, and publications concerning the Chapel 



Chapel iiii-ii7?:.|Bi] ArehiVM offfas, RiK rtpi ■lig 



Contains speeches given at Chapel Services. Used for 

identifing idesis promoted by speakers at Sweet Briar. Very 



Sweet Briar News, 1927 '"'^^^ [SB News), Fletcher Archives Rm #2, 

Sweet Briar College Alumnae News, 1931-1986 [Alum. Mag.] Fletcher 
Archives, 2nd Column, 4th shelf. Student and Alumnae reflectjort,^ 
on Chapel Dedications and religious ideology. Helpful, b^ause 
gave insight not found in SBC News,, 





Informative 



cabinet, 



third drsiwef. 



Helpful. 



